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Amy A. Kass is Senior Lecturer Emerita in the humanities at the University of Chicago, a
senior fellow at the Hudson Institute, and coeditor of What So Proudly We Hail: The
American Soul in Story, Speech, and Song (Intercollegiate Studies Institute, 2011). For
nearly 40 years, she has been an award-winning teacher of classic texts. Ms. Kass was
the founding director of the nationwide Tocqueville Seminars on Civic Leadership and
Dialogues on Civic Philanthropy. She has served on the National Council on the
Humanities for the National Endowment for the Humanities and as a consultant to the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the Corporation for National and Community
Service. She is the author of numerous articles and editor of four other anthologies:
American Lives: Cultural Differences, Individual Distinction (Golden Owl, 1995), Wing to
Wing, Oar to Oar: Readings on Courting and Marrying (University of Notre Dame Press,
2000, with Leon Kass), The Perfect Gift: The Philanthropic Imagination in Poetry and
Prose (Indiana University Press, 2002), and Giving Well, Doing Good: Readings for
Thoughtful Philanthropists (Indiana University Press, 2007).

Leon R. Kass, M.D., is the Harding Professor Emeritus in the Committee on Social
Thought at the University of Chicago, Madden-Jewett Scholar at AEl, and coeditor

of What So Proudly We Hail: The American Soul in Story, Speech, and Song. Originally
trained in medicine and biochemistry, he shifted directions from doing science to
thinking about its human meaning, and he has been engaged for 40 years with ethical
and philosophical issues raised by biomedical advancements, and, more recently, with
broader moral and cultural issues. Dr. Kass taught at St. John's College (Annapolis) and
Georgetown University before returning in 1976 to the University of Chicago, where he
was until 2010 an award-winning teacher deeply involved in undergraduate education
and committed to the study of classic texts. With his wife, Amy A. Kass, he helped found
a still-popular core humanities course on Human Being and Citizen and a degree-
granting major, Fundamentals: Issues and Texts, emphasizing big questions and great
books. Dr. Kass served on the National Council on the Humanities of the National
Endowment for the Humanities and delivered its Jefferson Lecture in 2009.

Anne Continetti is a contributor to What So Proudly We Hail and a history teacher at the
Madeira School in McLean, Virginia. She will be creating classroom-ready lesson plans
and activities that are based on What So Proudly We Hail materials and aligned to

the Common Core State Standards. Anne teaches AP US Government and Politics,
Modern World History, and Comparative Religious Ethics. She graduated from
Washington University in St. Louis with a degree in History and received her M.Ed. in
Secondary Education from The George Washington University’s Graduate School of
Education and Human Development.

Literary-based curricula made simple. History lessons made memorable.
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